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1. DISSERTATION SUMMARY 

Quang Ngai is a coastal central province of Viet Nam with a total natural area of 5,131.5 km2 - equal to 1.7% of the country's natural area. There are 13 administrative units, including 1 city, 6 lowland districts (Binh Son, Son Tinh, Tu Nghia , Nghia Hanh, Mo Duc, Duc Pho), 5 mountainous districts (Son Ha, Tra Bong, Ba To, Son Tay, Minh Long - Tra Bong and Tay Tra districts merged into 1 district in 2020) and 1 island district (Ly Son). Socio-economic development conditions differ significantly in different regions of the province. Quang Ngai is a locality with many efforts to reduce poverty, but the results of poverty reduction are not sustainable, the rate of re-poor is high, and poverty reduction policies have not been effective.
The objective of the study is to provide policy implications and solutions to reduce multidimensional poverty in Quang Ngai province. The research method used is a combination of qualitative and quantitative. Data sources were collected from local government reports and household surveys. On the basis of collected data, the thesis analyzes the situation of multi-dimensional poverty reduction in the period 2016 - 2020 and assesses the factors affecting multi-dimensional poverty; thereby recommending policy implications and solutions to reduce multidimensional poverty in Quang Ngai province.
According to the multidimensional poverty line applied for the period 2016 - 2020, the quality of life of poor people in Quang Ngai province was very low. They had to face up  to a serious shortage of basic social needs. Poverty in terms of their income was the main factor in the poverty structure of Quang Ngai province (generally over 90% of the total poor households). By 2020, the number of poor households who missed the criteria of hygienic toilets was the highest, accounting for 59.59% of the total number of poor households. 40.64% of poor households did not have access to telecommunications services such as telephones or internet. 40.59% of poor households used unhygienic water sources. 35.09% poor households had a housing area per capita of less than 8m2 and 33.53% poor households had to live in temporary houses. The indicator with the least deficiency rate was the children’s schooling status and access to health services. However,  the number of households whose members did not possess health insurance was still very high. This might potentially bear the risk of households falling back into  poverty status when a member of the family gets a disease. Changes in  multidimensional poverty show that although urban areas have a high rate of people escaping from poverty, the rate of households coming back to poverty status is also higher than that of rural areas; The rate of households becoming poor in rural areas is much higher than that in urban areas. The Covid 19 pandemic and natural disasters which occurred in 2020 also significantly contributed to increasing the number of poor households. 

Poverty reduction, despite many efforts and certain results, is not sustainable, with a high rate of re-poverty. On the basis of identifying 5 limitations in poverty reduction in Quang Ngai province, the thesis proposes 5 groups of multidimensional poverty reduction solutions. The solutions are proposed from the point of view of promoting the achieved results (for the education and health indicators), overcoming the overlap in the target programs, and designing appropriate policies.
Based on the results of expert consultation, the thesis adjusts the multidimensional poverty scale in accordance with the socio-economic situation of Quang Ngai province. The scale used to measure multidimensional poverty in the thesis includes 11 indicators, structured into 3 dimensions: Education, Health, Living conditions. Quantitative research focuses on (i) Identifying factors affecting multidimensional poverty; (ii) Build a Binary Logistic regression model on this relationship; (iii) Policy implications from research results.
The study conducted a survey of 540 observations in the 2 regions of Quang Ngai province, the lowland and the upland areas. 330 observations were distributed in the lowland areas (Quang Ngai city, Ly Son, Binh Son, Son Tinh, Tu Nghia, Nghia Hanh, Mo Duc, Duc Pho) and 210 observations in the upland areas (Tra Bong, Son Ha, Son Tay, Minh Long, Ba To, Tay Tra). All respondents were identified as heads of households, with 270 poor households and 270 non poor households in the same survey area. After the processing of the data, 500 observations were relevant and were used for data analysis. All data processing was carried out based on the SPSS 20.0 software. Data was collected through direct interviews with detailed questionnaires to test research models and hypotheses.
The study has identified 3 groups of factors affecting multidimensional poverty, including: geographical region, socio-economic conditions, characteristics of households and household heads; the impact level of each factor from the strongest to the weakest: (i) Percentage of dependents in the household, (ii) Distance from home to the commune center, (iii) Qualification, (iv) Access to information, (v) Ethnic groups, (vi) Loans from official credit institutions, (vii) Employment of the head of household and (viii) Area of ​​agricultural land. Results of this study imply that in order to reduce multidimensional poverty, attention should be paid to the followings: 1) Reducing household size and dependency ratio; (2) “Shortening” the gap from poor households to basic social service infrastructure institutions; (3) Improve the professional qualifications of the household head and members of the household; (4) Enhance information efficiency; (5) Capacity building for ethnic minorities; (6) Enhance opportunities to access loans and improve the efficiency of loans from official institutions; (7) Improve employment opportunities; (8) Supporting the development of productive land;
2. THE NEW SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS
The multidimensional poverty scale in the thesis is both consistent with the general trend and with the specific socio-economic characteristics of Quang Ngai province. The multidimensional poverty scale used in the thesis has a number of indicators that are ignored in the government's multidimensional poverty scale for the period 2016 - 2020 and the period 2021 - 2025 such as malnutrition, child mortality, property ownership (referring only to property for accessing information), cooking fuel.
The thesis has tested and confirmed the influence of the factor “Access to information” (including the level of access to information and the usefulness of information) on the multi-dimensional poverty of households. In addition, unlike previous empirical studies, the factors of living area, household size, age and gender of the household head are not statistically significantly correlated with the multidimensional poverty status of the household family in Quang Ngai province.
The policy recommendations and solutions proposed by the thesis are based on the assessment of the current situation by secondary data sources from 2016 to 2020, combined with quantitative results of the influence of other factors. from the primary data of the 2020 survey, so it has practical significance and is feasible given the poverty characteristics of Quang Ngai province.
3. APPLICATIONS/ APPLICABILITY IN PRACTICE AND SUGGESTION FOR FURTHER STUDIES 
The research results of the thesis are a reference channel for state management agencies to design and implement effective multi-dimensional poverty reduction policies in the new period.
There have been certain limitations in this research. Respondents were only from one province - Quang Ngai, which limited the generality of the study. Researches in the future might cover many other provinces and cities in Vietnam, and make comparisons to improve the generality of the findings. Furthermore, this study only looks at 12 factors affecting poverty, meanwhile there are other factors which have not been mentioned in this research. The thesis still measures multidimensional poverty according to the traditional approach using the household rather than the individual as a unit of analysis.
Based on the limitations of the thesis, future research should survey many other provinces/cities in Vietnam and make comparisons to improve the generalizability of the findings. Gather data over many years of observations to analyze in the direction of a panel data regression model to more accurately reflect the factors affecting multi-dimensional poverty, on that basis, promote effective policy development. more fruitful. At the same time, expand the object of information collection to the level of household members.
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